Introduction
Originally identified as natural bioactive compounds extracted from marine sponges or plant roots [1] , lipidic alkynylcarbinols (LACs) constitute a class of potential antitumoral compounds [2] . Over the past few years, efforts have been devoted to the delineation of both optimal structural features [3] and cellular targets [4] of LAC derivatives exhibiting in vitro antiproliferative activity against the HCT116 colon tumor cell line. Noteworthy is a significant and systematic chirality effect, i.e. a dependence of the cytotoxicity on the absolute configuration of the LAC carbinol center. The IC50 value of a racemic LAC sample is thus expected to be roughly two times higher than that of the corresponding eutomer: results in the racemic series are however relevant prior to optimization 
Results and discussion
The racemic bis-propargylic fluoride 5, The final desilylation was smoothly accomplished using AgNO3 (Scheme 3). The highly sensitive difluoro-DAC 7 was isolated with 15% yield after column chromatography. It gave characterization data in full agreement with the expected structure.
The antitumoral potential of the fluorinated DAC analogues 5-7 was then assessed by in vitro cell viability assays in cancer cells ( Table 1 ). The LACs being basically not cytotoxic, they serve as "negative guidelines" for the design of nonfluorinated candidates, for which this concern will be addressed in due course after optimization.
Experimental part
General.
All reagents were obtained from commercial 74.4, 72.8, 68.1, 32.1, 29.8, 29.8, 29.7, 29.6, 29.5, 29.1, 28.9, 27.9, 22.8, 18.7 . HRMS (DCI- 3408 (br), 3307, 2924, 2854, 2246, 2129, 1266, 1193, 1173, 1073, 998. 6,6-difluoroheptadeca-1,4-diyn-3-ol (7). 6,6-Difluoro-1-(trimethylsilyl)heptadeca-1,4-diyn-3-ol 13 (320 mg, 0.9 mmol) was stirred overnight with AgNO3 (168 mg, 0.99 mmol, 1.1 equiv.) in wet acetone (5 mL 8, 81.6, 78.4, 45.6, 32.0, 29.7, 29.5, 29.4, 29.0, 23.9, 22.8, 14.3 . FTIR Tetrahedron.
